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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Friday, April 1, 2016, 11:00 a.m., Room 308
SB 2444 SD2 HD1 RELATING TO ELECTIONS

TESTIMONY
Janet Mason, Legislative Co-Chair, League of Women Voters of Hawaii

Chair Luke, Vice Chair Nishimoto, and Committee Members:

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii offers comments on SB2444, SD2, HD1.

While it’s a little early to be confident, the Electronic Registration Information Center (ERIC) has 

apparently made good progress in helping member states clean up their voter rolls. The Pew Charitable 

Trust established this nonprofit in 2012, but our understanding is States control their own database. If 

Hawaii were to participate they would have the benefit of cross-checking information from voter 

registration, motor vehicle lists, and US Post Office changes-of-address records from thirteen states and 

the District of Columbia.  

Our understanding is Hawaii’s County Clerks and Office of Elections officials already uses electronic 

Social Security records to enhance the integrity of our voter registration data files. Of course, even with 

online voter registration and access to Social Security data, there can be errors in voter rolls, such as a 

citizen entering an incorrect driver’s license number or an inaccurate Social Security number.  Is it 

necessary to have ERIC to resolve these errors?  

The Senate Ways and Means Committee already addressed codifying the requirement in our state 

statutes that the Department of Transportation and the counties should electronically provide their 

databases including driver’s license and civil identification information to elections officials and the 

statewide voter registration system. This reinforces the fact that there is no conflict between the privacy 

provisions of the Federal Driver Protection and Privacy Act and state statutes.
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We know registration officials are diligent in trying to improve our rolls; going forward maybe this 

investment with ERIC would be helpful.  The goal is to get voters registered accurately and $25,000 

toward this effort strikes us as reasonable.  The Office of Elections and County Clerks now endorse joining 

ERIC, which is necessary for its success. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  
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House Committee on Finance 

 

The Department of Transportation (DOT) is in strong opposition to S.B. 2444, S.D. 2, 
H.D. 1. 
 
This bill allows for the electronic transfer of all driver license and civil identification card 
information including any documents or images contained in the databases maintained 
or operated by the counties or DOT to the election officials and statewide voter 
registration system.  The bill also allows the Office of Elections to join the Electronic 
Registration Information Center, a private non-profit organization and non-governmental 
agency to “verify their respective voter registration rolls.” 
 
If the intent of this bill is to provide “direct accessibility” only to the personal information 
and documents of persons who affirm their desire to be registered to vote, then those 
applicants have given their consent to release their personal information to the election 
officials and the statewide voter registration system.   
 
If, however, the intent of this bill is to provide “direct accessibility” of all individuals in the 
driver’s license and identification card databases maintained or operated by the 
counties or the Department of Transportation, then DOT must oppose this as such 
access could be in potential conflict with Section 286-172, Hawaii Revised States. 
 
Not all present driver license holders and civil identification card holders within these 
databases have given their consent to be registered to vote and therefore, would feel 
that their right to privacy has been infringed upon by the release of their personal data. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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